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TRADE-RELATED ASPECTS OF INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS, INCLUDING TRADE IN
COUNTERFEIT GOODS

j B Ministers recognise the importance of the successful conclusion of the
multilateral negotiations on trade-related aspects of intellectual property
rights, including trade in counterfeit goods, that were initiated by the
decision of the CONTRACTING PARTIES at Punta del Este.

2. Ministers recall the relevant provisions of the Punta del Este
Declaration, including the objective of strengthening the role of GATT and
of bringing about a wider coverage of world trade under agreed, effective
and enforceable multilateral disciplines, as well as the general principles
governing the negotiations set out in I.B of the Punta del Este
Declaration, notably paragraphs (iv)-(vii).

3. Ministers agree that the outcome of the negotiations is not prejudged
and that these negotiations are without prejudice to the views of
participants concerning the institutional aspects of the international
implementation of the results of the negotiations in this area, which is to
be decided pursuant to the final paragraph of the Punta del Este
Declaration.

4. Ministers agree that negotiations on this subject shall continue in
the Uruguay Round and shall encompass the following issues:

(a) the applicability of the basic principles of the GATT and of
relevant international intellectual property agreements or
conventions;

(b) the provision of adequate standards and principles concerning the
availability, scope and use of trade-related intellectual
property rights;

(c) the provision of effective and appropriate means for the
enforcement of trade-related intellectual property rights, taking
into account differences in national legal systems;

(d) the provision of effective and expeditious procedures for the
multilateral prevention and settlement of disputes between
governments, including the applicability of GATT procedures;

(e) transitional arrangements aiming at the fullest participation in
the results of the negotiations.

5. Ministers agree that in the negotiations consideration will be given
to concerns raised by participants related to the underlying public policy
objectives of their national systems for the protection of intellectual
property, including developmental and technological objectives.
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6. In respect of 4(d) above, Ministers emphasise the importance of
reducing tensions in this area by reaching strengthened commitments to
resolve disputes on trade-related intellectual property issues through
multilateral procedures.

F A The negotiations shall also comprise the development of a multilateral
framework of principles, rules and disciplines dealing with international
trade in counterfeit goods.

8. The negotiations should be conducive to a mutually supportive
relationship between GATT and WIPO as well as other relevant international
organisations.



